CHAPTER IV

EICHABD  COBDEN

IT was through my connection with the 4 Morning
Star* that I first made the acquaintance and obtained,
I hope I may say, the friendship of Richard Cobden and
John Bright. I was in the habit of meeting Oobden
eyery now and then until his death; and my intercourse
with Mr. Bright was yery close until the autumn of
1868, when I made my first yisit to the United States,
and was renewed after my return, and maintained for
many years. Of Cobden as a parliamentary orator I
can only say that the House of Commons has not with-
in my time had any speaker of quite the same order.
It is not impossible that we may hear of another Glad-
stone or another Bright before we hear of another
Cobden. Not that Cobden was so great an orator by
any means as Gladstone or Bright. It may be doubted
really whether he ought to be called a great orator at
all. Passion must enter largely into oratory, and Cob-
den's serene and simple style of speaking borrowed
hardly any aid from the influence or the effect of passion.
His speeches were all argument addressed to the under-
standing, but addressed also to the feelings. His style
was essentially conyersational; but he had a quiet
strength of yoice which enabled him to make his argu-
ments heard not merely all through the House of Com-
mons, but in every corner of the great Free Trade Hall

47ce of his taking on himself to dispute "with.
